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Current Major Research Projects:
Research in progress for three book-length studies:

e The relationship between the British prime minister William Ewart Gladstone and the popular poet Martin
Farquhar Tupper. The two met at Christ Church, and maintained a half-century long correspondence. The
study will explore the nature of Victorian male friendship, consider what it took to break such a friendship,
and illuminate aspects of Gladstone’s character and personality. It will compare Tupper’s friendship with
that of Sir Francis Hastings Doyle, who knew Gladstone at Eton and Christ Church, wrote poetry, and also
had a falling-out with the prime minister.

e  The public life in Victorian Anglo-America of the popular poet Martin Farquhar Tupper. This study will
compare Tupper’s audiences and roles in Great Britain, Anglophone Canada, and the United States. One of
its working hypotheses is that so-called American ‘exceptionalism’ is a load of codswallop that reflects US
lack of knowledge about the rest of the world. In addition, the study will identify the socio-economic
identity of Tupper’s readerships, imagine—by means of analysing marginalia—what his readers made of
his poetry, explain his appeal across class lines, explore his relationship with his readers, and investigate
what his career tells us of the nature of Victorian “celebrity’. It will compare Tupper’s career with those of
the Rev. Robert Montgomery, the best-selling English religious poet of the period ca. 1828-1840, and
Alfred Tennyson, Poet Laureate.

e Chartist lecturing and lecturers in Victorian context. The study will examine the subject matter, mechanics,
and background of Chartist lecturers and their lectures, and will compare Chartist lecturing with middle-
class lecturing. It also will seek to assess the nature of audiences and their responses. The intent is to
provide the first book-length global treatment of a major Victorian activity.
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